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DIOCESE OF MARQUETTE 

COVENANT RELATIONSHIP 

FOR  
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS & PARISH FAITH FORMATION PROGRAMS 

 
 

Introduction: 
 

Throughout Scripture, we read about covenant relationships between God and God’s people. Understanding 
what a covenant relationship is, is pivotal to understanding what our relationship of love with God should look 
like. Understanding what makes up a covenant relationship can also help us understand the relationship that 
members of our parish and school communities should have with one another. 
 

Moses came down from the mountain and recited for the people the Ten Commandments. They responded, 
“We will do everything that the Lord has told us.”  The Commandments were more than a mere contract.  A 
contract protects both parties from one another with obligations, rights, and liabilities.  A covenant, on the 
other hand, opens both parties to a very important promise and sacred bond. 
 

Moses sealed the Old Covenant by sprinkling the people with the blood of the sacrifice.  At the Last Supper, 
Jesus made a new and eternal covenant with us through His blood.  By our reception of the body and blood of 
Jesus at communion, we ratify or agree to be faithful to God.  Our reception of communion is not a suggestion, 
but a commandment.  Jesus clearly said, “Do this in memory of me.”   
 

How is it that we enter a covenant?  By an oath, like swearing to our testimony in court.  An oath pledges our 
fidelity until death that we uphold something that we believe in.  The Latin word for oath is sacramentum, or 
sacrament.  We, therefore, enter a covenant relationship with our God through the first sacrament, baptism, 
and renew it each time we approach the other six sacraments.  Just as the Old Covenant between God and 
Israel was sealed through blood sprinkled on the altar and the people so the New Covenant between Christ 
and His Church is sealed with the body and blood we receive in the Eucharist.   
 

It is important to know that a covenant relationship is one that is made in love. It is a voluntary and mutual 
pledge to grow together in relationship. A covenant, since it represents a loving relationship, allows members 
room to grow in generosity and mutual support.  
 

The relationship between God and us, and between you and your parish school community or parish faith 
formation program, is a covenant agreement to be members of God’s family in a growing relationship of love 
with God and with each other. 
 

 

 

 

 



2 
 
 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COVENANT 

 

Bishop Baraga Catholic School Family Covenant 
 

We invite each of our school families to enter a covenant relationship with our school community. It is our 
hope that this relationship will be characterized by mutual care and generosity for the growth of all. 
 

Bishop Baraga Catholic School Pledge: 
 

• To provide opportunities for both children and their families to grow in faith and friendship with Jesus 
Christ and to learn to share the joy of this relationship with others. 

• To offer an excellent educational program that provides the necessary fundamentals for student 
academic success and virtue formation. 

• To provide a Catholic Christian school environment where children are safe and enjoy growing into 
young adulthood. 

• These parishes: American Martyrs, St. Mary, Queen of Peace, Immaculate Conception, and St. Mary 
and St. Joseph Church, offer a parish subsidy to assist families to provide their children with a Catholic 
school education. 

• To commit to work in partnership with families to live out our covenant relationship in mutual care and 
generosity. 

As parents of children in Bishop Baraga Catholic School, our family pledges: 

• To understand and support the teachings of Jesus as taught by the Catholic Church, which will be part 
of my child’s education and formation. 

• To support the moral and social doctrine of the Catholic Church as taught to our children in our 
Catholic School to ensure consistency between home and school. 

• To take an active part in the religious education of our children both at home and church. 
• To commit to work in partnership with school staff and teachers to live out our covenant relationship 

in mutual care and generosity. 
• To financially support the mission and ministry of Bishop Baraga Catholic School through tuition, 

volunteer, and fundraising support. 
• (For Catholics) To do my best to live as a member of the Body of Christ in our parish and our school 

community. 
• (For Non-Catholics of other faiths) To do my best to live as a member of the Body of Christ in my 

church and our school community. 
 

We enter this covenant freely and with a firm determination to fulfill our responsibilities. 
 

Please sign -  
 

Parents: _______________________________________________ 

 

School:                      Bishop Baraga Catholic School___________ 


